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know that there will be a tomorrow. 
I’m not going anywhere. And I will 
continue to fight until the Marine 
Corps gets the acknowledgment it de-
serves. 

In closing, I want to thank the many 
House Members who have supported 
this legislation for 8 years, and I want 
to close by asking God to please bless 
our men and women in uniform. I want 
to ask God to bless the families of our 
men and women in uniform. I want to 
ask God in his loving arms to hold the 
families who have given a child dying 
for freedom in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
And I close by three times and most 
sincerely asking God: God please, God 
please, God please continue to bless 
America. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

AMERICA WANTS HEALTH REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GRAYSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I 
have words for both Democrats and Re-
publicans tonight. Let’s start with the 
Democrats. We, as a party, have spent 
the last 6 months, the greatest minds 
of our party, dwelling on the question, 
the unbelievably consuming question, 
of how to get OLYMPIA SNOWE to vote 
for health care reform. 

I want to remind us all, OLYMPIA 
SNOWE was not elected President last 
year. OLYMPIA SNOWE has no veto 
power in the Senate. OLYMPIA SNOWE 
represents a State with one-half of 1 
percent of America’s population. 

What America wants is health care 
reform. America doesn’t care if it gets 
51 votes in the Senate or 60 votes in the 
Senate or 83 votes in the Senate. In 
fact, America doesn’t even care about 
that. It doesn’t care about that at all. 

What America cares about is this: 
There are over 1 million Americans 
who go broke every single year trying 
to pay their health care bills. America 
cares a lot about that. 

America cares about the fact that 
there are 44,780 Americans who die 
every single year on account of not 
having health care. That’s 11 every 
day. America sure cares a lot about 
that. 

America cares about the fact that if 
you have a preexisting condition, even 
if you have health insurance, it’s not 
covered. America cares about that a 
lot. 

America cares about the fact that 
you can get all the health care you 
need as long as you don’t need any. 
America cares about that a lot. 

But America does not care about pro-
cedures, processes, personalities. 

America doesn’t care about that at all. 
So we have to remember that as Demo-
crats. We have to remember what’s at 
stake here is life and death, enormous 
amounts of money, and people are 
counting upon us to move ahead. 

America understands what’s good for 
America. America cares about health 
care. America cares about jobs. Amer-
ica cares about education and energy 
independence. America does not care 
about process or politicians, or person-
alities, or anything like that. 

And I have a few words for my Re-
publican friends tonight as well. I 
guess I do have some Republican 
friends. 

Let me say this. Last week, I held up 
this report here and I pointed out that 
in America there’s 44,789 Americans 
who die every year, according to this 
Harvard report published in a peer re-
view journal, because they have no 
health insurance. That’s an extra 44,789 
Americans who die, whose lives could 
be saved, and their response was to ask 
me for an apology. To ask me for an 
apology. That’s right, to ask me for an 
apology. 

Well, I’m telling you this. I will not 
apologize. I will not apologize. I will 
not apologize for a simple reason. 
America doesn’t care about your feel-
ings. I violated no rules by bringing 
this report to America’s attention. I 
think a lot of people didn’t know about 
it beforehand. 

But America does care about health 
care in America. And if you’re against 
it, then get out of the way, just get out 
of the way. You can lead, you can fol-
low, or you can get out of the way. And 
I’m telling you now to get out of the 
way. 

America understands that there’s one 
party in this country that’s in favor of 
health care reform and one party that’s 
against it, and they know why. They 
understand that if Barack Obama were 
somehow able to cure hunger in the 
world, the Republicans would blame 
him for overpopulation. They under-
stand that if Barack Obama could 
somehow bring about world peace, 
they’d blame him for destroying the 
defense industry. In fact, they under-
stand that if Barack Obama has a BLT 
sandwich tomorrow for lunch, they will 
try to ban bacon. 

But that’s not what America wants. 
America wants solutions to its prob-
lems, and that begins with health care, 
and that’s what I’m speaking for to-
night. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

NASA TECHNOLOGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POSEY. As we face the risk of 
ceding our leadership in space to Rus-
sia, China, and other countries, I want 
to take a moment to review many of 
the benefits of space exploration that 
everyone enjoys, even though many of 
them may take it for granted. 

The typical American home contains 
dozens and dozens of inventions from 
America’s investment in space. That 
flat-screen TV was developed from 
NASA technology. The furniture or 
drapes that are fire-resistant material, 
that may be attributed to NASA’s fire 
safety research. If your home security 
system uses a push-button panel and 
intrusion detectors in the windows, 
you benefited from space exploration. 

If your home is equipped with carbon 
monoxide sensors and fire detectors, 
then you’ve benefited from America’s 
space program. If you enjoy using 
scratch-resistant lenses in your glass-
es, then—you’ve guessed it—you’ve 
benefited from the space program. 

Chances are you enjoy using bat-
teries, cell phones, laptops, calcula-
tors, even Velcro. If so, you’ve bene-
fited from our space exploration. If you 
appreciate the clean, crisp water in 
your glass, you may be interested to 
know that every home water filter 
came about thanks to America’s space 
program. 

That cooler used on a trip to the 
beach, a picnic, or a camping trip relies 
on space-based technology to keep your 
food and drinks cool. Solar technology 
used to power your hot water heaters 
and other home appliances owe their 
existence to America’s space explo-
ration. And if you’re keeping an eye on 
time by looking at your quartz-based 
watch, you will want to credit the 
space program for that, too. 

If you plan on enjoying some golf or 
other sports this weekend, remember 
that our space program gave rise to the 
plastics and the graphites used most 
commonly in sports and safety equip-
ment. 

These are but a few of the many con-
tributions that have arisen from our 
Nation’s space program. If we want to 
keep America strong economically and 
maintain the military high ground, we 
must not cede our leadership in space 
to our competitors. 

As most of us know, the President 
promised that he would close the gap 
between our space shuttle program and 
our constellation program. We all need 
to be committed to helping the Presi-
dent of the United States keep his 
word. 

He also promised that he would see 
that America remained first in space. 
And we must also do our level best to 
help the President keep that promise, 
too. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 
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